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Outstanding South Dakotans

Abstract:  Students will learn about outstanding people from the state of South Dakota.  They will utilize library, encyclopedia and Internet research skills.  They will create a Power Point presentation using complete sentences to share what they have learned with other students.  They will participate in a variety of other multidisciplinary activities during our study of outstanding South Dakotans.

Invitation:  How do we engage students in learning more about their state and its people?  This multidisciplinary unit immerses students into learning about outstanding South Dakotans while using research, language arts, social studies, art, and math skills.  Students become involved in learning by creating a Power Point presentation for younger students in their school.

Standards:  

FOURTH GRADE READING STANDARDS

3. select appropriate strategies and rate of reading for different purposes. (example: fiction for enjoyment, nonfiction for information)

16. use text and graphic features to categorize information and gain meaning from informational materials. (example: topic sentences, key words, diagrams, illustrations, charts, maps) 

17. use reference tools to manage information. (example: maps and globes, software/CD ROM, video materials, Internet)
FOURTH GRADE WRITING STANDARDS
1. apply various stages of the writing process. (example: brainstorming, drafting, revising, editing, publishing) 
2. maintain a personal writing journal or folder
10.  write using correct grammar. (example: verb forms, possessives) 
11.  determine appropriate style and format for published work

12. write reports which address key questions, issues, or situations

13. use and cite references in written text

14. select a focus, organization, and point-of-view which reflect writing purpose

15. write to inform or entertain a specific audience

17. edit final copies for capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. (example: abbreviations, nouns of address, apostrophes)

18. use technology for revising and editing. (example: spell/grammar check) 

21.  use technology to share writing with others and to receive feedback. 
22. confer with others to revise writing coherence and logic.

FOURTH GRADE LISTENING AND VIEWING STANDARDS

1. respond courteously and respectfully to the ideas and thoughts of others. 
2. listen and share responses in group learning activities. 

14. use various references or sources to determine if information is valuable. (example: encyclopedia, periodicals)

FOURTH GRADE SPEAKING STANDARDS

1. make narrative and informative presentations that provide facts, details, examples, and descriptions

2. present effective introductions and conclusions that guide and inform the listener

8. use simple and complex sentences appropriate to audience or purpose

9. explore the appropriate rhythm and pace to emphasize key ideas. 
11. clarify and support key ideas through the use of appropriate props. (example: objects, pictures, charts) 
12. use notes or memory aids to structure presentations. 

13. use the tools of technology to enhance spoken messages

FOURTH GRADE HISTORY STANDARDS

2.  explain the impact of people and geographic location on the growth and expansion of South Dakota, emphasizing Manda, Arikara, Sioux, and other historic tribes; explorers (Lewis and Clark and the Veredrye brothers) and traders (Pierre Chorteau and Manuel Lisa); railroad expansion and town building; homesteaders and gold miners; and rainfall, prairie, Great Plains, Black Hills, and the Missouri River system. 
3. trace the history of South Dakota with emphasis on notable South Dakotans such as Red Cloud, Sitting Bull, John B. S. Todd, Fred T. Evans, Laura Ingalls Wilder, James Scotty Philip, Niels E. Hansen, Gertrude (Zitkala-Sa) Bonin, Peter Norbeck, and Francis Case; impact of the gold rush; controversy over statehood; and Indian Wars and reservation life. 

VISUAL ARTS STANDARDS

1. Students will understand and use visual arts as a means for creative self- expression and interpersonal communication. 

2. Students will understand the, media, techniques and processes used in the production of visual arts

Situations:  The activities will take place in the classroom, computer lab, and library.  Students will work individually, in pairs, and in small groups.  The unit will take approximately three weeks and will be taught during a forty-five minute social studies class period every day.  

Tasks:  

1.  Use Dakota Junior Historian Volume 1 and Volume 2 to read about and discuss South Dakota leaders.  

2.  Brainstorm a list of important South Dakota figures.  Students may already be aware of some outstanding South Dakotans or they may need to do some research before they brainstorm.  The following websites provide lists of outstanding South Dakotans: http://www.50states.com/bio/sdakota.htm, http://www.sdhalloffame.com/, and www.factmonster.com/states.html.  

3.  Using the brainstormed list of important South Dakota figures, each student chooses a person that they would like to learn more about.  They then research this South Dakotan using sources from the Internet, encyclopedia, and library, being sure to site all their sources.  As they research they record the information they find on their Research Sheet (a copy of this reproducible can be found at www.teachers.k12.sd.us/ms098).  They also record their sources on the Resource Sheet (a copy of this reproducible can be found at www.teachers.k12.sd.us/ms098).  As students finish their research, they pair with another student to share the information they have found.  As constructive friends, students help each other discover holes in their research.  Students then finish researching their South Dakotan.

4.  Students use their research to create power point presentations about their South Dakotan using complete sentences (a copy of this rubric can be found at www.teachers.k12.sd.us/ms098).  Students also prepare a speech about their South Dakotan to compliment their power point.  These power point presentations can be shared with other students in their class or with students in other grades.  

The following activities can be done in any order, either during or after the research and power point activities.

5.  Create a timeline by plotting the lifespan of each important South Dakotan that the students are studying.

6.  Students use the information on the time line to create story problems.  (Example:  How many years ago was Laura Ingalls Wilder born?  How old is Tom Brokaw?  How many before you were born was Crazy Horse born?)  Students can type their problems into a word processing document, print a copy for everyone in the class, and solve them.

7.  Create charcoal art projects relating to the South Dakotans that are being studied.  This could be a portrait or drawing of something related to the person.  These can be added to the timeline for a display.

8.  Journaling – Students can journal on a number of topics.  What would life have been like when my South Dakotan lived?  How was life different when my South Dakotan lived here?  If I were __________________ I would…  What would happen if my South Dakotan lived now?

Interactions:  The class will work as a whole group, in small groups, in pairs, and individually.  The teacher will act as a facilitator for the activities and a guide during the research period.  Some teacher-led instruction will have to be given on the use of power point.  

Assessment:  Students will be assessed throughout the unit.  During the research period, students will be monitored and observed by the teacher.  They will turn in a list of sources (Resource Sheet) from which they gathered their information to show that they are using a multimedia approach to research.  Their research skills will be assessed through observation and through the Research Sheet.  Students will monitor each other through the constructive friend conference.  The power point presentation will be assessed through the use of a rubric.

Tools:

Research Sheet (can be found at www.teachers.k12.sd.us/ms098)
Resource Sheet (can be found at www.teachers.k12.sd.us/ms098)
Power Point Presentation Rubric (can be found at www.teachers.k12.sd.us/ms098)

White paper for time line
Art paper
Charcoal
Journals

Internet access
Microsoft Power Point
Microsoft Word

Encyclopedia
Library access

Dakota Junior Historian, South Dakota State Historical Society, DECA, 900 Governors Drive, Pierre, SD 57501-2217, 1996

Projects:  Students will research and create a Power Point presentation to share with other students.  They will create a timeline with charcoal art to display.  They write story problems and spend time journaling. 

